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November 20, 1903 



November 4, 1903: Prevailing disease, malarial fever. General 
sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country during 
the week, good. 

A bill of health was issued to the following-named vessel: 
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CUBA. 

Report from, Cienfuegos — monthly. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon McMahon reports, November 5, as follows: 

Month of October, 1903: Bills of health issued, 13; vessels inspected, 
13; vessels disinfected, 1 ; crews inspected, 500; passengers inspected, 
184. 

No quarantinable disease has been present on any of these vessels. 
One vessel, Hydra, was disinfected here on October 10, by request of 
the captain. 

During this month there has not appeared any quarantinable disease 
on any incoming vessel entering this port. Strict quarantine regula- 
tions have been maintained by the Cuban officials against all infected 
ports. 

The sanitary condition of the city is fairly good. The greatest 
menace to the public health is the lack of an efficient sewerage s}^stem. 
I made an inspection of the entire city last week, and most of the 
premises where the poor people live I found in a very dirty condition 
from accumulation in surface closets and cesspools. As has been 
reported before from this office, all kitchen slops and bath water are 
thrown into the streets. 

The slaughterhouse is kept very clean, as well as the premises around 
it. The blood and intestinal refuse is thrown into the bay, and every- 
thing else is removed from the premises every day and the house 
thoroughly cleaned. 

The mortuary report for the city for this month is as follows: 

Tuberculosis 9 Intestinal inflammations 11 

Pernicious fever 1 Other causes : 29 

Paludism 5 

Tetanus, infantile 3 Total for month 59 

Meningitis 1 

There have been a few cases of diphtheria reported in the city dur- 
ing this month, but no fatal cases. 

Reports from Habana — Mortuary statistics — Scarlet fever. 

Assistant Surgeon Trotter reports as follows: Week ended October 
31, 1903: Health certificates issued, 107; bills of health issued to 
inspected vessels, 18; crews of outgoing vessels inspected, 813; pas- 
sengers of outgoing vessels inspected, 515; pieces of baggage inspected, 
155; pieces of freight inspected, 11,361; pieces of express inspected, 
37. I inclose herewith the usual weekly mortuary report of the city 
of Habana. 
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Mortuary report of Habana for the week ended October 31, 1903. 
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Total deaths from all causes, 110. 

Week ending November 7, 1903: Vessels inspected and issued bills 
of health, 25; crews of outgoing vessels inspected, 1,027; passengers 
of outgoing vessels inspected, 520. 

The inclosed mortuary report for the week shows an increase of 3 
cases of scarlet fever over the report of the previous week, there being 
11 deaths from that disease for the week just ended. There seems to 
be a doubt in the minds of the medical men in this city as to whether 
this outbreak of scarlet fever is not German measles or dengue. Doctor 
Laine, one of the leading practitioners of this city, is quoted in one of 
the daily papers of Habana as stating that the disease is not scarlatina, 
and in reply to this statement Dr. E. B. Barnet, the acting chief san- 
itary officer of this city, published the following article, which I quote 
verbatim: 

[The Habana Post.] 

In answer to Doctor Laine's interview, published in your issue of the 7th instant 
under the heading "Epidemic not scarlatina," in which that able physician and 
friend of mine says "that in Habana we have lost but from one-tenth to one-half 
per cent of the cases," I deem it necessary to state that the death rate from scarlet 
fever in Cuba is not so low as Doctor Laine puts it, for although comprising all the 
reported cases of true scarlatina and those of rotheln, which would have been con- 
sidered as scarlet fever, the mortality for this city is as follows: In 1899, 11 cases, 
deaths 0, percentage 0; in 1900, 16 cases, deaths 3, percentage 18.75; in 1901, 8 cases, 
deaths 4, percentage 50; in 1902, 110 cases, deaths 11, percentage 10; in 1903, from 
January to September, inclusive, 424 cases, deaths 24, percentage 5.65; October last, 
534 cases, deaths 26, percentage 4.86. 

It is true that as compared with that of other countries this mortality for scarla- 
tina is relatively low. Notwithstanding, Abbot of Philadelphia (The Hygiene of 
Transmissable Disease), writes: "In mild outbreaks (of scarlet fever) the fatality 
varies from 4.5 to 10 per cent, while in ssvere epidemics it often reaches 15 and 20 
per cent of those affected." 

The commission of infectious diseases of the sanitary department of Habana (diag- 
nosticians) composed of so able clinicans as Doctors Finlay, Guiteras, Albertini, Agra- 
monte, and Martinez (Emilio), and many other physicians of high standing in the 
city, have seen a great number of the patients and pronounced that the present out- 
break of eruptive fever in Habana is scarlatina; however, a few of the cases are classi- 
fied by the commission as measles and German measles. 

Doctor Lebredo says that at present we have at Las Animas hospital three typical 
cases of scarlet fever, which Doctor Laine is invited to go and see in order to change 
his views on the matter. 

Thanking you in advance for the insertion of this letter, I beg leave to remain, 
Yours, most respectfully, 

E. B. B. Barnet, M. D., 

Acting Chief Sanitary Officer. 

The cabinet, at a meeting held yesterday, decided to appropriate 
$2,000 to the city council of Santiago de Cuba for the purpose of 
repairing the streets of that city. 
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Mortuary report of Habanafor the week ended November 7, 1903. 
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Total deaths from all causes, 99. 

Reports from. Santiago — Weekly and monthly. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, November 4, as follows: 

Week ended October 31, 1903. Only one bill of health was issued, 

that was to a vessel bound for Porto Pico. No quarantinable disease 

has been reported. Inclosed I send the weekly abstract of bills of 

health issued and the mortuary statistics for the week. 

Mortuary statistics for the week ended October 31, 1903. 
SANTIAGO DE CUBA. 



Causes of death. 



Number. 



Erysipelas 

Tubercle of lungs 

Myelitis, acute 

Organic heart disease 

Pneumonia 

Empyemia 

Diarrhea and enteritis (under 2 years) 

Diarrhea and enteritis, chronic 

Nephritis, acute 

Uraemia 

Rachitis 

Gunshot wound 

Total 



13 



Annual rate of mortality for the week, 14.85 per 1,000. Estimated population, 45,500. 



Report for the month of October, 1903. The number of bills of 
health issued was 17. This is a slight increase over September, but 
still below the average; July and August were also below the average. 
This is the dull season in Cuba, but the number of vessels going to 
the United States this year is less than for the corresponding period 
of last year. 

The total number of deaths for October is 74. This is an increase 
of 14 over September, which had an unusually low mortality. The 
increase is in digestive diseases and in unspecified causes of death — of 
the latter there were 10, all of them being cases for judicial procedure, 
though some of them were due to natural causes. 

The condition of the city as a whole is not as clean as it was last 
month. This is more noticeable in the outskirts of the city, where 
the rains have torn up the streets so badly as to interfere with drain- 
age, thus causing stagnant pools. Most of the streets are unpaved, 
and these from neglect are getting in very bad condition. 



